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THE 
CASE of SANDWICH, &c. 


HE Bill * that there are in © the Cetera alleys m 0 
Bridge to Sandwich Haven, upwards of 7000 Acres of Lands and 
Low Grounds; and, although confiderable Sums have been annu- 


ally raiſed and expended in draining the ſaid Lands and Grounds, they are 


frequently overflowed, and, if the Commiſſioners of Sewers were impow- 
ered to make a proper Cut or Drain, (of the Length of forty five Rods or 


thereabouts) from the River Sour, at or near the Saltworks at Stonar, into 


Sandwich Haven, the Lands would be much better and more effectually 


drained, and at leſs Expence, than they have been for ſeveral Years paſt, 


and that the Commiſſioners are defirous to make the ſaid Cut or Drain, and 


ſuch other Works as ſhall be neceſſary for the better and more effectual 
draining the ſaid Lands; but that Doubts have ariſen whether they have 
ſufficient powers by the Laws of Sewers to effect the ſame. —The Bill (page 


3) then impowers the Commiſſioners to make the Cut, to make proper 


Floodgates within it, and to make ſuch other Banks, /Fharfs, Campſbots, | 


Cuts, Drains, Dams, Bridges, Mills, Engines, Sluices, Floodgates, Buil- 


dings, Erections, Tunnels and other Murks, in, upon, or near any Part of 


the Lands or Grounds within the ſaid Valleys, for the better draining and 
preſerving the ſaid Lands and Grounds, and from Time to Time to alter, 
remove, rebuild, cleanſe and repair the ſaid Banks, &c. as they ſhall think 
proper; and, after divers Clauſes enabling the Commiſſioners to appoint 


Officers, to raiſe Rates on the Owners or Occupiers of all Lands, &c. ſcotted . 


to the General Valleys, and for other Purpoſes, there is inſerted a Clauſe 


(page 1 3) called a Clauſe “ to prevent prejudicing Sandwich Haven” enatt- 
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ing, that as ſoon as the Cut ſhall be made, and the Fleodgutes Roifhe and 


put down, the Commiſſioners are authorized to cauſe to be placed, and 
continued in the River Stour, within Yards of the 
upper End of the Cur, a Poll-bay, with a Needle or Croſs-piece through the 
ſame, of the Breadth of Inches ; which Needle or Crols-piece 
ſhall be at the leaſt from the Bed of the River 
oppoſite to the Place where the Poll-bay ſhall be placed; and that none of 
the Floodgates in the Cut ſhall be opened, until the Water in the Stour ſhall 


have riſen to the Top of the Needle, nor continue open for a longer Time 


than till the Water ſhall be above or even with the Bottom of the Needle: 
and by the next Clauſe the Commiſſioners are to appoint a proper Perſon to 
manage the Floodgates, and to order and direct ſuch Perſon to take par- 
ticular Care not to draw. up, or ſuffer the Floodgates to be drawn up, or 
remain open, ſo as to occaſion the Surface of the Water in the Stour op- 
poſite the Poll- bay to fall below the Bottom of the Needle: and ( Page 14) 
ſuch, Manager ſhall be liable to 

for any Neglect of Duty, as any 40 the Expenditors or 3 
Oficers of the Commiſſioners are liable to for Neglect of Duty, by Virtue 


of the Laws of Sewers.— The Bill then fates, that if the Water was ſuffered 


to flow. up the Cut into the Stour at Spring Tides in all dry Seaſons, and the 
Floodgates ſhut down when the Water has done flowing, a great Quantity 
of Water would be forced round the Port and Harbour of Sandwich, which 


would tend to ſcour and cleanſe the ſame, and enacts, that the Commiſſioners ſhalt 
order the Perſon, who ſhall have the Management of the Floodgates to be 
placed within the Cut, (iF it ſhall appear to them ta be of ſervice to the Harbour 
and not prejudicial to the Drainage) to open the Floodgates or any of them at 


every Spring Tide in all dry Seaſons, or Times of ſhort Water, and keep 
the Floodgates open till the Time of Highwater, and then to ſhut down all 
the Floodgates, and to keep them cloſe ſhut, fo as to force Te Water in the 
River round the Port and Harbour of Sandwich. | 


Cask i Fo this Bill the Corporation and halts: of the Toren and 
Port of Sandwich, and many Owners and Occupiers of Lands in other Val- 
leys, which ſew into Sandwich n object, for the e (amongſt 


iſt, Be- 


W 


1 
iſt. Becauſe the Cut, propoſed Wo the Bill, will not effect the Purpoſe 
of draining the Valleys. | 


2d. Becauſe it will ace prejudice, if not totally deſtroy, me 
Haven and Harbour of Sandwich, 


ad Becauſe there are other more obvious, more ſimple, more effeftual, 
and leis expenſive Mcthods of draining the Valleys, which, it is not much 

to expect, ſhould be firſt attempted, before a Scheme is adopted, which 
will, by its Conſequences, deftroy the Port of an ancient and reſpectable 

Town, ruin its Commerce, and exceedingly diſtreſs its Inhabitants and all, 
thoſe who have an Intereſt in preſerving the Navigation there. 


And 4th. Becauſe, che Danger to Sandwich Harbour being avowed in 
the Bill, the Remedy propoſed 1 is wholly inadequate; and, ſuch as it is, is 
not to be applied, unleſs it ſhall appear to the Commiſſioners of Sewers to 
be of Service to the ſcouring the Harbour of Sandwich, and not R to 


| the Drainage of the Lands in the General V. alleys. 


To ſhew that the Cut at — will not operate e effectually t to the Purpoſe 
of draining the Valleys, it will be neceffary only to ſtate the Situation of 


them, the Courſe of the River Stour, and the Cauſes of 1 its frequent Inun- 
dations. 


The River Stour, from Fordwich Bridge to the Sea, runs in a narrow 
Channel and winding Courſe, through a marſhy Plain about one Mile and 
an half broad at a Medium, there called the Levels, or Valleys, or Mea» 
dows indifferently. In a ſtraight line it is about twelve Miles long, and in 
irs winding Courſe about twenty-one Miles. The Valleys.are bounded, on 
the North and South Sides, by rifing Ground that extends nearly ro the 
Sea. A little below Meatherleaſe Hill, in Minſter Level, the River takes a 
ſudden Turn towards the South, for aboin three Miles, as far as the Town 
of Sandwich, and there, turning Northward, forms the Land of Stonar into 
a Peninſula; the Iſthmus or Neck, near the Saltwork, being little more 
than 250 Yards. broad. The River from Sandwich Bridge to the Sea, ta 
prevent ambiguity, may be called Sandwich Haven ; from the Bridge to 
the Saltworks, along the Eaſt Side of Stonar, Sandwich Harbour, 


B 2 1 
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The Cauſes of the Inundations of the Stour are obviouſly the Slowneſs: of 


its Stream, the Foulneſs of its Bed, and the Want of a proper Embank- 


ment. It is notorious that the Motion of the Sieur above the intended 
Cut, when not ſwelled by extraordinary Rains, is in moſt Parts exceed- 
ingly ſlow, owing to the Want of a ſufficient Declivity in the Ground 
through which it runs; the Low-water Mark at the Mouth of the River, 
with ordinary Neap Tide, being only ſeventeen Feet perpendicular below 
the Surface of the Water at Forawich Bridge; which, in a Courſe of twenty- 
one Miles, is a very ſmall Deſcent *. It is as notorious,” that no Endea- 
vours have been made uſe of to cleanſe the Bed of the River, eſpecially in 
thoſe Parts, where the Deſcent is leaſt and the Quantity of Slub in Conſe- 
quence greateft, The Weeds, when cut, inſtead of being removed im- 

mediately from the River, have, for the moſt Part, been conſtantly ſuf- 
fered to ſwim down with the Current, and, by adhering when rotten to 
the Sides and Bottom of the River, have contributed to obſtruct its Courſe 
and choke up its Channel. The State of the Walls or Banks along the 
Courſe of the Stour is, beyond Conception, ruinous and neglected. It will 
ſcarcely be credited, but it will be proved, that the greateft Part of the 
Lands in the drowned Levels may be ſecured from Inundation by-ſimple 
+ Reparation of the Walls, at a moſt inconſiderable Expence. In ſome of the 
upper Parts of the Levels, indeed, the Walls are totally obliterated ; but 
if new ones, of a due Height and Subſtance, were to be made in ſuch 
Places, at a proper Diſtance from the River, and if at the ſame. Time the 
other Banks were put into goed Order, all which the Commiſſioners 'of 

Sewers are fully authoriſed by the Laws of Sewers to do, the Water of the 
River would be kept within its proper Channel, the Inundations occa- 

ſioned by the Overflowing of the River would be prevented, and the pro- 
poſed Cut or Drain be rendered totally unneceflary. The effectual pre- 
ſervation of low Lands by Embankment is clearly evinced in the Caſe of 
the Lands at Stonar, the Dozons, Goſhall Level, Minſter Level within the 
Abbots Wall, Lydden Valley, and Polders Levels; all which were drowned 

Lands, till they were embanked, and are now by Means of embankment 

kept wholly free from Inundation. Even 46 Level, though ſometimes, 
flooded from the Imperfections of its own particular Sewer, is yet well de- 


* 'The Deſcent from Fordwich Bridge to the Cut (near 13 Miles) is only 7 Feet, and 
fended © 


from the Cut to the Sea (about 8 Miles) is 10 Feet. 


1 
fended from the common Source of Inundation, the River, by a ſubſtantial 
Wall ®. If the Expence of E mbanking be objected to, let it be anſwered, 
that the greateſt Part of the River is already embanked, and evidently has 
been ſo in ell its Courſe from Fordwich ; and though it may be true that the 
Banks, in ſome Parts, have been ſuffered to be wholly caken away (per- 
haps by the Occupiers to ſpread upon the adjacent Land,) in others much 
neglected and: not kept to their proper Elevation, yet it is very credible, 
that the Expence--of reſtoring the loſt Banks, and elevating the reſt to a 
proper Height, would be confiderably leſs than that of the propoſed Cut with 
its attendant Operations ; and it ſurely will not be denied, that to concert 
Schemes for removing an expected Miſchief, before proper Meaſures have 
been tried to prevent it, is beginning at the wrong End, and waſting Time 
and Expence' in a very injudicious Manner. As a further Proof of the 
Inefficacy of the propoſed Cut at Stonar, let a little to, the Rea. 


ſ ns ns advanced 1 in Zu oft of it, viz. that it wa | 
, the Current more rapid, and the Diſcharge of 


the Waters greater; neither of theſe Propoſitions are true. In the firſt 
Place, a Channel may be opened much nearer to the Sea (perhaps with 
leſs Prejudice to Sandwich) about half a Mile to the Northward of the in- 
| tended Cut; and, for the others, it is needleſs to obſerve, that the Celerity 

of a Stream in an open Channel, ceteris paribus, is in Proportion to the 
whole Ground over which it runs, and not to the Declivity of another 
_ diſtant Part below it; and it is the Height of the Dechvity of the whole 
Channel taken together, from the Head to where the Stream at laſt iflues, 
that determines the Velocity of the Stream and the Quantity of Water dif- 
charged by it. Very probably the Water near the Cut may be ſomewhat 
accelerated, but it can have no Effect on the Motion of the Current at any 
conſiderable Diſtance from it, nor T the Overflowing of ths ral 


Acres Roads 
* S/onar contains , $00 — 
The Downs — — 1200 — 
Gaſball Level A "NNE 2 
Minſter Level — 1123 — 
Lydden Valley — 3210 2 
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3 
near to, or within any conſiderable Diſtance from, FTordivich Bridge; and, 
as the Inundations begin in the apper Parts of the River (which overflow 
even in Summer Time after a heavy fall of Rain) many Miles above the 
Cut, and are compleated before any Riſe is perceived in the River at the Place 
where the Cut is propoſed to be made, how can it be imagined that the Cut 


can materially, if at all, affiſt the Drainage of the Levels in theſe Parts; 


and, more eſpecially, in the Levels of Stodmarſb and Meęſtbeer, which con- 
tain 716 Acres, and lying, moſt Parts of them, below the Level of the 
Surface of the River, even in the drieſt Seaſons, cannot poſſibly drain into 
the River, but, when flooded, muſt remain in that Condition, till their 
Waters are abſorbed by rhe Earth, or exhaled by the Sun and Wind? In 


Truth, no Cut at Stonar, nor any where elſe, will drain theſe Lands. The 


Miſchicf of Inundation muſt be prevented, it can never be removed ; and 
that can only be done by ſcouring the Bed of the River and raiſing its 
Banks. In the mean Time, it muſt not be forgotten, that two Cuts, the 
Long Cut and Pould Wood Cut, have already been made, with a View to the 
better draining the Levels; and what has been the Conſequence? After an 
heavy Expence incurred in making them, the Levels have not received the 
leaſt Benefit from them, and continue as * undrained as _ were betore 
the Cuts were made. | 


It is not difficult to ſhew, that the Cut propoſed, or any Cut to leſſen the 


Current of water by Sandwich, will tend to the Deſtruction of its Harbour : 


and we muſt once more take Leave to ſay, that the Port of an ancient Town - 
with its attendant Commerce are Objects of too important a Nature to be 
trifled with and put to the Hazard, in following haſty Speculations and 
fancied Projects of Improvement, which never may ſucceed, and certainly 
never can, but to the Frejudice, if not Deſtruction of a much more conſt- 
derable Obje&, the Port and Harbour of Lich. 


SANDVVICH, is a Town jo 1 great Antiquity, is one of the Cinque Ports, 
and in the earlieſt Periods of our Hiſtory was celebrated for the Goodneſs 
of its Haven or Port; all the other Ports upon the Coaſt of Kent are Mem- 
bers and Creeks of this the Mather Port. Its Importance to the State has 
be=n acknowledged and rewarded by Grants of various Privileges and im- 
muuaries from almoſt every Monarch ſince the Conqueſt, Its Contributions 


of 


L. 9: N 

of Shipping and Matiners to the Navy of Great Britain have been recorded 4 
to its Honor; and the Cuſtoms or Duties, accruing to the Crown from its 

Exports and Imports of Merchandize, are fo many Proofs of the Extenſive- 

neſs of its Trade and the peculiar Advantages of its. Situation. The Navi- 
gation of its River is ſafe and convenient, and its Harbour very frequently 
affords Shelter to Veſſels in Diſtreſs, as well of our own Nation as of fo- 
reign Countries. The Number of Veſſels reſorting to this Port every Year 
with Merchandize is conſiderable; thoſe belonging properly to the Inhabi- 
tants of the Town. form a Nurſery of Seamen, from which the Navy 1 is at 
this Time and always has been ſupplied with many able Hands. They: 
convey Corn, Grain, Seeds, Hops, Woel, Malt and other Merchandize 
to the London and other Markets, and Timber to the King's Yards, They 
furniſh Newcaſtle, Sunderlana, the Northern Coaſt of England, and the Coaſt 
of Scotland, with Fruit, Flour, Leather, Oak-bark, Seeds and Aſhes. They 
export to Foreign Parts the Growth and Manufactures of this Kingdom, and 
bring back to Sandwich Grocery, Furniture, Proviſion, Butter, Iron, Plank. 
Timber, Lead, Coals, Salt, Spirits, Glaſs and Earthen-ware, Portland and! 
other Stone, and other Commodities, which it is unneceſſary to enumerate. 


In Times of Scarcity they import large Quantities of Corn from the Conti- 5 


nent, to the very great Emolument of the Nation in general, and of the 
County of Kent, and the Town of Sandwich with its very ertenſiue Neighbour 
hood in particular. All which Advantages, as well publick as private, thus. 
connected with Sandwich, ariſe ſolely from the navigable Hate of its River or 

Haven. From hence it may be hoped that the Prefervation of the Harbour 
of Sandwich is no inconſiderable Object; and that no Scheme which may 
hazard the Deſtruction of it will meet with the Sanction of Parliament. 


That the Harbour is in manifeſt Danger of being deſtroyed, if this Bill 
paſſes into a Law, is obvious; for it is a ſettled Point, that Whatever Cauſe 
diminiſhes the Quantity of Water in Rivers muſt ſenſibly diminiſh the 
Force and Velocity of the Stream; on the Contrary, every Increaſe of 
Water as certainly increaſes the Rapidity. To diminiſh. the Force and Ve- 
locity of a Stream is to deprive it, in a certain Degree, of its Power to pre- 
ſerve its Channel in a State- proper to conduct it to the place deſtined for its; 
Reception; every River requires a certain Quantity of Freſhes- or Back 
Water to its Channel; no Man, no ane however eminent, 

cam 


| e 


can determine a priori, or with a Glance of his Eye, what that Quantity! 18. 


and how much of it can be ſpared to make Experiments with. The great- 


— 


eft Evil to Sandwich Harbour and the drowned Levels is, that a ſufficient 
Quantity of Freſhes does not now come down to Sandwich, Was the Water, 
which is now ſuffered to ſpread over the Levels, confined to the River by 
Walls, the Harbour no doubt would be greatly improved. It is a known 
Fact, that in Summer Time the Haven of Sandwich is fuller of Mud than 
in Winter, the Veſſels lie higher at the Wharts, and the Channel is nar- 
rower; and this is owing materially to the Slowneſs of the Current of the 


River, which then permits the Sand and Mud that are carried along with it 


to ſubſide more eaſily there, and form Banks along the fide of the Channel. 
by which it is contracted into much narrower Dimenſions and rendered 
much leſs commodious to ſhipping than it otherwiſe would be; and were it 
not for the extraordinary Quantity of Water that comes down in Winter 
and carries off the collected Mud, Sandwich Harbour would ſoon fill up ſo 
as to be capable of receiving only Boats or Veſſels of the ſmalleſt Size. If 
then the Cut ſhould take Place, the Harbour will be deprived of the only 
Means of cleanfing it, viz. the extraordinary Freſhes in the Winter. The 
Conſequence of which will be, the Mud and Banks collected there in one 
Summer, inſtead of being diminiſhed, will be increaſed in the Winter, and 


receive a greater Addition the next Summer; in the mean while, they get 


more ſolid and more difficult to remove; and in a very ſhort Time the 
Harbour will in Courſe ſtop up, the River will flow wholly through the 
Cut, Veſſels can no longer come up to Sandwich to receive or deliver their 
Cargoes, but muſt ſtop at the End of the propoſed Cut, whereby the 
Trade of the Town of Sandwich will be diverted to a new Town, that muſt 
riſe by the Side of the Cut upon the Stonar Eſtate, to the great Benefit and 
Advantage of that Eſtate, no Doubt, but to the Ruin of the preſent Town, 
and the great Detriment and Inconvenience of the adjacent Country, Well 


aware of theſe probable Conſequences to the Harbour of Sandwich, the 


Framers of the Bill have artfully thrown in ſome clauſes, which th 


wiſh to have received as an effectual Security againſt them, viz. the . 1 


eing a Poll- bay, with a Needle, or Croſs- piece, in the River Stour, and 
not ſuffering the Floodgates to be open, but when the Water ſhall be 
above, or even with the Bottom of the Needle. Admitting (which but 
for the Sake of argument can never be JW that this would prevent all 

Prejudice 
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1 Prejudice t to the Harbour of Sandwich, it might have been Sl 


that thoſe concerned in its Welfare ſhould have; at leaſt, a concurrent 


Authority with the Commiſſioners of —— ſee it carried into Execu- 
tion: on the contrary, the Appointment, the Pay, the Inſpection, and 

| Puniſhment of the Officer to be employed for that purpoſe belong wholly 
to them; to the Corporation of Sandwich nothing is left but Complaint 
in Caſe of Neglect of Duty; and before the Complaint can be heard, the 


Miſchief will be effected. But not contented with ſaving the Town of _ 


Sandwich from Ruin, they are ſo good as to offer it a Benefit, by ſhut- 
ting the Floodgates at Spring Tides, in dry Seaſons, after the Water has 
done flowing, and by that Means forcing a great Quantity of Water 
round the Port and Harbour of Sandwich ; to which it may be anſwered, 

that the Quantity of Back-water gained in the River in the Courle of an 
Hour and an Half of Flood, will bear no Proportion to, or in any De- 
gree compenſate what will be loſt from the River at other Times, through 


the Floodgates, during the Ebb. But it is not worth while to uſe many 


Words upon the Occaſion, ſince, unluckily for the People of Sandwich, 
even this miſerable Expedient 1s not to be adopted, but under the Control 
of the Commiſſioners, and, only, if it ſhall appear to them to be of Ser- 
vice to the Harbour of Sandwich, and not prejudicial to their more important 
Object, the Draining of the Levels in the General Valles. 


Upon the whole, when it is conſidered that the Friends of the Bill are 
now adopting a Plan ſo lately found ineffectual for the Purpoſe intended, 
are ſo averſe to try the common Mode of embanking, are fixing on a Spot 


to make a Cut through, as the beſt and ſhorteſt Way, wher it is evident, 
that Half a Mile to the Northward of it, there is a Place much better for. 


the Purpoſe, and which would make the Courſe of the Water into the 
Sea above a Mile ſhorter, one would be almoſt led to think the Benefit 


of the Levels was not the ſole or principal Object of the firſt Projectors 


of this Scheme; which, threatening infinite Miſchief to Sandwich and the 


adjacent Country, promiſes very little Probability of Benefit to any bur 


the Owners of the Stonar I ſtate; who it muſt be confeſſed, would be 
greatly benefited by the Deſtruction of the Harbour of Sandwich, which 


this Plan, if carried into Execution, will be very likely to effect; and 
therefore for theſe, and for other Reaſons which will be offered to the 
Houſe, the Inhabitants and Corporation of Sandwich (being fully pre- 
pared with Proofs of the Facts above alledged) rely on the Wiſdom and 


Juſtice of Parliament nat to permit the Bill to paſs into a Law. 


* of a % 7 
> # * 4 EIS 

* ” \ £ » 

. . l 22 * * : . #P 
* 1 TG * 88 

: > 4 3 7 1 

9 7 r — . 1 © "ns — 

; £ I) | , . 
1 t ; 


. 
; RET =, 2. - 
8 3 1 . 
+ * 4 
13 wh 3 { A % "4 - 
7 * 2 x 8 p 3 
1 4 4 . & - bf 
© CEE 2 ht = yy." 5 : 
EEE Sona od 
9 = 1 en - 8 9 * V5 
8 . 1 3 7 „ 48 4 
41 4 4345 
8 * gt : * I . 
* » * 2 . 5 121 - 
i » £34 7 28 ny 
PAT. 2 mY _— 1 


* 


1 n 


Bs 
Ns 


A * 
. 


. 


$f 
* 


"ou! e 


4 2 . 


* 


_ 
_—_ — 
5 . oof 
PO 
+ yu 4g = l 1 | | 
oe he Ts 
N 
9 . 


WI 


5 WS 
+ 

cf * 

4 


2 wi 


